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        McHenry Pigtail League 
518 S. Rt. 31 #132 

  McHenry, IL 60050 
   www.mchenrypigtail.com 

 
Revised: February 2022 

General Guidelines & League Governing Rules 
 

Welcome! We are excited to have you join us. The information below provides league info, guidelines, and 
general rules for all divisions for the McHenry Pigtail League.  

Our goal is to provide a safe environment for the players to have fun. We have some guidelines we follow to 
ensure everyone has a good time while reducing the chance of injury to any person. Your cooperation in this 

regard is greatly appreciated.  

General League Guidelines & Information: 
1. Please leave your dog’s/pets at home. If you bring your dog or pet to the fields, you will be asked to 

remove them. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR FAMILIES ARE AWARE OF THIS RULE.  This is a 
city rule for all area ballparks.  

2. Use of improper and/or abusive language by any coach, player, or spectator will not be tolerated. 
Violators are subject to immediate ejection. Continued disruption could result in the team’s forfeiture.  

3. Help us keep the fields clean. Please clean your dugouts and spectator areas after each game.  
4. NO Smoking, vaping, or alcohol is allowed within the premises of any city of McHenry parks and 

fields. 
5. Parking is available at Petersen Park in both the parking lots and on the grass area to the west of the 

parking lot. 
6. Parking is available at Fox Ridge in the parking lot and on Whitmore Trail Road. You cannot park at 

the entry road to the parking lot off Dartmoor drive or on Dartmoor drive. If you do, you may be 
ticketed by the city of McHenry. 

7. Concessions are available at Petersen Park and are typically open at all MPL Games. The city of 
McHenry runs the concession stands. 

8. Any general concerns or comments should be addressed to mchenrypigtail@gmail.com 
 
Division Specific Rules: 

1. Division rules are posted on the MPL website https://www.mchenrypigtail.com/coachescorner/rules 
Each coach is responsible for reviewing the rules for their respective division. Each coach is also 
responsible for having a copy of the rules with them at all games. This is required if there is a rule 
discrepancy, and validation of our rules is required between coaches and umpires.  

2. Questions related to division rules should be directed to the division VP. Division VP contact info is 
located on the MPL website https://www.mchenrypigtail.com/aboutus/boardmembers 
 

Division Guidelines: 
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1. All players will be drafted using an open draft form. Players will not be allowed to request coaches or 
other teammates. Only head coaches and assistant coach players are automatically drafted to the 
coaches’ team. 

2. Players may be borrowed from a lower division team to fill in on your team if you are short of 
players. Borrowed players (Call-Ups) may play at any position, at managers' discretion. Players on 
the team that is short take priority on positions before borrowed players. The borrowed players must 
bat at the bottom of the batting order and must wear their team’s jersey. Any borrowed player must sit 
before any rostered team player.  

3. Home Teams are responsible for making the field ready to play. They are also responsible for putting 
all equipment away after the game is over. Unless there is a game or practice following after your 
time on the field, turn off the lights. 

4. If an umpire does not show up for your game for some reason. First, the home team manager is to 
notify the division VP.  If there is no response back from the division VP within 10 minutes after 
game start time, both team managers will have to agree on someone to officiate the game. If this 
happens, the home team manager will be responsible for notifying the division VP for payment to the 
person who umpired the game. 

5. Weather-related game cancelations for weekday games will be posted on leagues coaches’ band and 
leagues general band after 4 PM. Weekend game cancelations will be notified before 8 AM or 
evaluated throughout the day for later cancelations by the board of directors. Coaches may not cancel 
games related to weather or field conditions.  

6. The umpire may only cancel games in play during weather-related issues. Cancelation or delay of 
game parameters are the following: 

a. The temperature drops below 40 degrees (12U & 14U divisions may play down till 35 
degrees, but it’s umpires’ discretion to playability) 

b. Field conditions that are deemed unsafe for play due to one of the following: 
i. Damage to the filed or field equipment 

ii. The field surface is too spouge due to wet conditions 
iii. Standing water on the field 
iv. Snow on the field 

c. Lighting strikes are visible by coaching staff or umpires. The game will be put in an 
immediate 10-minute holding pattern, and all players and spectators are to leave the field and 
head to the appropriate shelter or their cars. If no additional lighting is visible during the 10-
minute waiting period, gameplay may continue but is still under umpires’ discretion if the 
gameplay is to commence. Gameplay may be delayed up to 30 minutes, but after 30 minutes, 
maximum delay is reached, the game is to be canceled. Refer to each division’s specific rules 
related to weather cancelations and innings currently completed to determine if the game is 
complete or requires rescheduling. 

7. For a rescheduled or suspended game date, the home team manager will contact the division VP 
within 48 hrs of the scheduled game time. Rescheduling of games only happens for weather-related 
issues or when none of the coaching staff or parent helpers can be present to manage the team for the 
game. Division VP will notify the home team manager of rescheduled game date, location, and time. 
There is no requesting or selection of games days by coaches for rescheduled games. There is no 
guarantee that all rescheduled games will be made up within-season play. 
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8. The team managers are responsible for making sure all attendees connected in any way to their team 
act in accordance with league rules. Failure to do so will result in ejections or possible forfeiture of 
the game. 

9. The team manager will notify their Division VP of any complaints of umpires in writing. 
10. No protests are allowed at any MPL games. 
11. All field condition or field supply issues, please notify the MPL field manager at 

mplfieldmanager@gmail.com 
12. All MPL equipment issues or team equipment supply issues, please notify the MPL equipment 

manager at mplequipmentmanager@gmail.com 
13. All Uniform issues, please contact your division VP 
14. Any emergency situations that develop during a game or practice. The head coach is to notify the 

division VP.  
 
General League Play Rules 

1. Unintentional thrown bats will result in an initial warning being given to each team. Subsequent 
unintentional thrown bats will result in a dead ball out. Intentional thrown bats are considered 
unsportsmanlike behavior and may result in ejection. 

2. Out of play zone at all fields is considered an extension of the dugout fence line. 
3. Out of play thrown ball awards, runners, one base only. 
4. A foul ball caught in the out-of-bounds zone is considered a dead ball. 
5. A foul ball caught in foul territory is out for the batter, but a live ball for on-base runners. Runners 

may advance at their own risk. 
6. A ball hit to the outfield and is stuck in the outfield fence. The outfielder must raise hands, alerting 

the umpire, and the batter is awarded a double only.  
7. Any ball stuck in the backstop fence or goes under the backstop fence. All base runners are only 

allowed one base. If a base runner was in the motion of stealing a base, they will only be awarded the 
base they were stealing. (This rule only applies to 10U – 20U) 

8. Balls that are fouled out of bounds are to be brought to the team manager or put into ball caddy if the 
field is equipped with one. Only team managers are to return the ball to the umpire during the game. 
Coaches are encouraged to notify parents and spectators not to throw the ball back onto the field. 

9. The first base bag is a double-wide base with a white base facing the infield and an orange base 
facing the foul territory. The orange side of the bag must be left accessible to runners at all times. 
Any batter that puts a ball in play or moving due to drop third and running to first base will be called 
safe if the first baseman obstructs the orange bag. This includes if the first baseman has any part of 
their foot on the orange bag while receiving a throw from a fielder. 

10. Runners in motion during any gameplay will be called safe if any of the following conditions are 
determined by the umpire: 

a. Base bath was obstructed by infielders that are not in possession of a ball or making a play on 
a hit ball. Coaches are encouraged to provide clear instruction to infielders on where the base 
path is and to place players appropriately in the infield to avoid blocking the base path. 

b. A play at the bag where the runner is required to slide but is unable to due to being blocked by 
an infielder. Infielders may only block a runner at a base when they have possession and 
control of the ball. Coaches are encouraged to teach proper straddling of the bag to provide a 
clear open path for runners to slide and reduce player injuries. 
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c. A play at home where the catcher or pitcher blocks access to the plate when not possessing or 
controlling the ball. Coaches are encouraged to teach catchers to stay behind or to the side of 
the plate when no ball is being thrown at home. When the ball is thrown to home, proper 
straddling of the bag is encouraged to be taught to provide a clear path for the base runner and 
avoid injuries to the catcher or runner.  

11. The Lookback rule is defined as the following: 
a. When a batter gets a hit, play is live until the pitcher has possession of the ball in the eight-

foot radius around the pitcher’s mound. Once possession is made, all runners may only stop 
once but must immediately return to the base or advance to the next base. 

b. Both the offense and the defense are allowed to finish their responsibilities after the ball is hit. 
The runners are allowed to stop for a very quick half-second while off a base, see where the 
ball is, and if it is in the circle with the pitcher, then decide to advance or go back. Likewise, 
when the ball is hit, the pitcher becomes a defensive player. If she fields a batted ball in the 
circle or receives a relay throw to the plate while standing in the circle, she is acting as a 
defensive player. It is the umpire’s discretion when the pitcher has stopped playing a 
defensive role and decided to keep the ball to stop the current play and begin the process of 
pitching to the batter. 

c. Although this rule is called the look-back rule, there is no requirement for the pitcher to look 
at the runner and, in so doing, cause the runner to go back to the base. As long as the pitcher 
has control of the ball in the circle and is not trying to make a play, runners have to advance or 
return, regardless of whether the pitcher is looking at them. However, if the pitcher makes any 
move that the umpire judges are an attempt to play on the runner, then the look-back rule is no 
longer in effect. 

12. The slide rule is defined as the following: 
a. The runner is out if 

i. The runner does not legally slide and causes illegal contact and or illegally alters the 
actions of the defensive player in the immediate act of making a play on her. 

ii. The base runner remains on her feet and maliciously crashes into a defensive player. 
Malicious contact supersedes obstruction by the defensive player. 

13. A pitcher may request a change out of softball at any point during a game. Final determination if the 
request is granted is umpires’ discretion. 

14. The use of personal electronic devices within the dugout is team managers’ discretion. 
15. Music may be played before the game during warmups if no other games are presently being played. 

This includes any games that may be adjacent to your field. Music may not be played during games 
or any audible announcements via pa systems. Exceptions to music or pa announcements at games 
are when it is operated at championship games via the board of directors. Any music being played 
must be age-appropriate, including younger divisions on a field adjacent to yours. Basically, it is 
deemed age-appropriate if it’s music you hear at a professional or college sports game.  

 
 
 
Umpires: 

1. McHenry Pigtail League provides umpires for McHenry games at all Divisions except 6U. Umpires 
officiate several games in different divisions, and rules vary by age level. Should a rules dispute 
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occur, and the coaches have the rules on hand, the problem can be solved quickly. If neither coach 
can produce the rules to clarify the issue, the umpire will make the call, and the call will be final.   

2. We ask that you be respectful to our young umpires and not treat them as you might a professional 
umpire. Some calls may not go your way, but the outcome of a game is rarely determined solely by 
an umpire.  

3. Only rule interpretations may be discussed with an umpire. This will be done ONLY by the team 
manager. This must be done in a discrete and respectful manner. Judgment calls cannot be argued or 
protested. This must be done in the following manner: 

a. Request a time out 
b. Approach the umpire at home plate 
c. Discuss the rule interpretation in a low voice so other spectators or players cannot hear the 

conversation.  
d. During the conversation, the umpire may determine it is best to have a discussion with the 

other coach and will request both managers to be present. Again, please keep conversations 
quiet to not cause a disruption or disturbance to the game.  

4. Only Managers shall interact with umpires. All other coaches or fans interacting with the umpire 
trying to influence the game or shout any profanity or disrespectful language to an umpire call.  Are 
subject to be removed from the game. If removed from the game, the individual may not be permitted 
back until completion of the game. Individuals will not be allowed back to any of the remaining 
games if a repeat offense occurs. 

 
 
Umpire decisions are final. League Board of Directors may assist umpires with rule issues.  
 
 
All rule exceptions/changes must be submitted to the McHenry Pigtail Softball League Board of 
Directors/Rules Committee. No changes will take effect until the following season after being adopted by 
the McHenry Pigtail Rules Committee/Board of Directors unless special circumstances arise that the 
Board feels the need to address immediately. 
 
Sincerely McHenry Pigtail Board of Directors 
 
 


